
The
Public i,a project of the U

rbana-C
ham

-
paign 

Independent 
M

edia 
C

enter, 
is 

an
independent, collectively-run, com

m
unity-

oriented publication that provides a forum
for topics underreported and voices under-
represented in the dom

inant m
edia. All

contributors to the paper are volunteers.
Everyone is w

elcom
e and encouraged to

subm
it articles or story ideas to the editorial

collective. W
e prefer, but do not necessarily

restrict ourselves to, articles on issues of local
im

pact w
ritten by authors w

ith local ties.

The opinions are those of the authors and do
not reflect the view

s of the IM
C

 as a w
hole.

ED
ITO

R
S/FA

C
ILITA

TO
R

S:
C

ody Bralts-Steindl
Brian D

olinar
davep

Shara E
sbenshade

Belden Fields
Bob Illyes

Paul M
ueth

Laura Stengrim
M

arcia Z
um

bahlen

TH
E PU

B
LIC

 I
U

rbana-C
ham

paign IM
C

202 E
lm

 St. /P.O
. Box 973

U
rbana, IL, 61801
217-344-8820
w

w
w

.ucim
c.org

•
Becom

e a citizen journalist; w
rite a

new
s story or opinion piece.

•
M

ake a tax-deductible contribution.
•

H
elp distribute the Public iaround the

C
ham

paign-U
rbana area.

•
H

elp w
ith fund-raisers.

•
Join the editorial board.

G
et In

vo
lved

 w
ith

 th
e Pu

b
lic i
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SocialistForum
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paign; 355-6365
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Socially Responsible Investing
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 Cafe
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The AFL-CIO of Cham
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National Fish Therapeutic M
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 Effort
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The 2007 Media Reform conference organized by Free
Press met in Memphis, Tennessee this year. After holding
conferences in Madison and St. Louis, this year’s organiz-
ers are to be congratulated for taking the event to the
South, where many stories go untold. Public ijournalists
Marcia Zumbahlen and Brian Dolinar attended the con-
ference, along with several other independent media
activists from Urbana-Champaign. The Media Reform
conference was a great coming together of media policy
analysts and media makers. 

Amy Goodman spoke of how appropriate it was that
the conference was held in Memphis the weekend of
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. When King came to
Memphis, he was supporting a strike organized by 1300
black sanitation workers who were demanding a union.
King’s legacy is a reminder that the struggle must contin-
ue. Outside the Lorraine Motel, where King was assassi-
nated, a billboard reads, “Become an activist today. Help
wage peace.” 

The atmosphere of racial hostility in Memphis is still
palpable. When we drove to the conference, we passed
the courthouse where there was a long line of people
outside entering for their court cases. As we left the
conference that day, we went by the jail where another
line of people was waiting to see their loved ones dur-
ing visiting hours. Both lines were overwhelmingly
African American. 

Inside the conference, the community was diverse in
age, in media focus, and in background. Panelists includ-
ed professional journalists who had made careers in the
mainstream media, became disillusioned, and forged
their own paths. They were working to develop cable TV
programs like Air America and Real TV to compete with
the major cable TV news programs. 

Josh Silver, founder of Free Press, explained the
forces that influenced him to fight for independent
media. He cited Michael Powell’s attempts to allow great
media consolidation and the response of three million
people in 2003 who sent a message to the FCC that
they did not want such corporate control. He also cited
the figures that 60 percent of the U.S. public gets their
news from mainstream TV sources. This had disastrous
consequences after 911 and the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq. 

Young activists spoke about their fights for public
access cable stations. These stations in major cities like
New York and Chicago have been a lifeline for the LGBT
community, for people of color, and for the youth. While
much local news coverage is being downsized, local TV
gives communities the chance to decide their own issues
and give voice to those shut out of the corporate media.

Activists from Prometheus Radio, who came to
Urbana-Champaign to help start WRFU, were well repre-
sented. Prometheus held a table that was well attended
and encouraged many others to form radio stations in
their own towns. Pete Tridish gave a talk about the mam-
moth efforts of Prometheus radio. He told the story of
founding a pirate radio station in Philadelphia and being

shut down by the FCC. The radio pirates stood in front
of Ben Franklin’s printing press and vowed to fight the
FCC’s dictatorship over the public airwaves. Three years
ago, the FCC passed legislation to disallow low power
radio in urban markets. The challenge for Prometheus is
to roll back that legislation and open up low power radio
in major cities across the United States. 

Panelists who addressed the topic of hip hop activism
leveled an important criticism of independent media and
the conference organizers. Rosa Clemente, a Puerto Rican
activist, noted that in the talk by Bill Moyers, a keynote
speaker for the conference, there was no analysis of race.
Rosa pointed out how questions of race were relegated to
a few select panels. She also said that an entire panel on
the media coverage of hurricane Katrina was cancelled. 

On the flip side, audience members in the “Women in
Media” presentation questioned how to define diversity
in media. “I’m tired of diversity being race and gender,”
one woman said, ” I look like plain vanilla but I am a 54-
year-old disabled Appalachian lesbian pagan.” Another
asked, “Where are the ‘old women?’” A third suggested
that, “It is the queer women who are diminishing cross-
cultural divides.” 

Perhaps the moderator’s response synthesized these
two sides: “Everybody should be able to speak power to
the backgrounds they represent". 

If the media showed Black Folk how they really are, in
an honest, raw depiction, this civil rights movement
would take care of itself—sentiment of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s autobiography.

Independent media is a way to speak that power. The
Texas Media Empowerment Project encouraged confer-
ence attendees to let the people (in their case, women)
tell the truth of how they live rather than turning their
stories into a sound bite. Change rarely comes from
sweeping the hard parts of reality under the rug. Vigi-
lance is the only thing that is going to stop anything you
want to stop. 

The “Diversity in Media Content & Representation”
panel reminded us that even the littlest things have an
impact (e.g., referring to a Mexican immigrant as a
“legal” or an “illegal” shifts attention away from the per-
son’s complex humanness). Creating an avenue by
which immigrants can tell their own stories will help
others hear what’s missing and strategize ways to bring it
forward.

But strategizing requires unity, a prized commodity in
a world of techies heading in different directions, on their
own timelines. Alas, a conference session called “Bub-
bling Up” offered strategies for transforming said techies
into activists with a cause. If you give people a topic they
want, they will self-organize a social network from the
bottom up, a network that can later feed into a larger
activist network. 

How can you be sure that the topics you give are the
topics people want? Let them self-publish. Anybody
with a good cell phone with video is ready to catch live
unfiltered footage wherever they go (e.g., youth talking

about police intervention in their schools, community
folk talking about why their neighborhood school
needs more money, etc.). In just a few clicks, your video
can be uploaded to a video blog (e.g., ucimc.org,
Blip.tv, MySpace, YouTube, DailyKos, Facebook, etc.) or
a podcast on Itunes and PodPress Professional (where
you can even get paid to be a blogger) or converted into
a video game for social change (see Games for Change).
These spaces allow your viewers to ask questions and
post responses (even with their own videos). If only a
few respond, don’t worry. According to one of the pan-
elists, “For every 9 that comment there are 90,000 that
read” your site. Follow up on these responses to engage
people in dialogue and post responses to similar sites
(asking for feedback on your site is an easy way to link
back to your own blog), then PRESTO, you have a
social network.

How do you convert passive users into active users?
Consider helping this virtual social group work a virtual
phone bank or draw in new people who usually aren’t
able to participate (e.g., people who are disabled, isolat-
ed, housebound). You can also convert people from
watchers to creators by telling them how to send a cell
phone video and labeling them as “citizen journalists.”
Next thing you know they have called all their families
and friends to “see them online” and you have a new
branch of observers. You may even find some funding for
your site.

Having trouble getting people to show up at real-time
events? Ask a few people to post why they are going to
show up for your event. Cross promote throughout the
internet (e.g., MeetUp.com, Yahoo lists, Google blog,
AOL) using tag words that help people find your site.
When it looks like people are going then others won’t
want to miss out.

People are hungry for meaningful social networking
around shared core beliefs, and they’ll soon realize how
inseparable these beliefs are from the political work
that’s happening. They will want to meet in a real place
and plan a meeting or a convention that provides a pos-
itive outlet for social action. There is no demarcation
between social actions and desired outcomes. Spending
personal time together forms bonds between members
and communities. 

With that, we ended our conference by dining with
other IMC folk around the country. We all agreed that the
Media Reform conference was just a glimpse at how pow-
erful independent media can be if we work together. It is
our hope that UC-IMC can host a regional retreat this
summer to strengthen this unity. After all, that’s what
Independent Media is all about: giving the People the
power to make their own media and letting the people,
not a network boss, decide what to watch, regardless of
what’s on TV at 8 p.m. on Thursday.

So hop onto ucimc.org today and upload your story. 

Media Reform Activists Come Together in
Memphis
By Marcia Zumbahlen and Brian Dolinar

happened in 1990 when several U of I stu-
dents and Professor Belden Fields were
arrested for holding signs protesting the
CIA in the Illini Union basement. It hap-
pened again last December when the Inter-
national Socialist Organization was prohib-
ited from distributing flyers in the hallway
of the main library even though they were
not disrupting the traffic flow. 

Civilians, especially youth, are not usu-
ally familiar with rules regarding details
such as where one can distribute literature
or the legality of such rules. A civilian
should be able to trust that what the
police say is illegal is in fact so. Yet this
incident is a perfect illustration that the
police are not always clear on the rules
themselves. 

As Alexis de Tocqueville observed in
the 19th century, American democracy
would not survive long if it were not for
the involvement of civic groups. When
police do not feel the need to check their
actions against the laws and rules, rights
are violated and political activity is stifled.
It is crucial to understand the effect this
abuse of police power has on the minds of

youth. It is intimidating, especially to a
generation that has grown up during a
time when the president’s message is ‘dis-
sent is unpatriotic.’ The police’s rudeness,
power to arrest, and propensity to act
against political activity, regardless of its
legality, discourages political action and
civic responsibility.

Abuse of Power: A Twisted Civic Education
Continued form page 4
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Civic Commitment in part. Three classes were offered at the University of Illinois as part of
a scoping study. Together, professors and graduate students came up with ideas for the
Great Campus. In the Fall 2006, classes were taught by Bill Trent, professor in Educational
Policy Studies; Rochelle Gutierrez, professor of Curriculum and Instruction, and Ann Bish-
op, professor in Library and Information Science.

Several other professors are participating in the coming year. Brenda Lindsey, a profes-
sor at the School of Social Work said, “This is the most exciting collaboration to come along
in Champaign since I’ve been here.” 

Mark Aber, a psychology professor who compiled a 2001 Climate Survey in the Cham-
paign schools, is also excited about the Great Campus. “I can’t wait to send my children
there,” he said.

The Great Campus would be a “green” building constructed with environmentally
sound materials. Class sizes would be smaller and after-school programs would be avail-
able. After speaking with teachers who wanted more parent involvement, graduate stu-
dents and professors developed an idea for a community center to provide health care and
employment services for parents. 

The idea behind building a 21st century, state-of-the-art school in the heart of the black
community is that it would attract white students into the community and meet the
demands of the consent decree. Fighting the tendencies of white flight and suburban
sprawl, the Great Campus would be a reinvestment in the city . 

Imani Bazzell explains how the Great Campus would address the demands of the con-
sent decree, “How can we best take this original idea which is that we need more seats to
the North and make it about more than buns and seats? Because if we’re just talking about

the need for more seats on this side so there’s an even number on both sides of University,
that doesn’t speak to the fundamental reason we ended up at the table, which was about
the quality of education a whole segment of our student population was receiving.” 

In 1933, Carter G. Woodson, the father of Black History Month, brilliantly described
the many obstacles for black students in The Mis-education of the Negro. We cannot go
back to promoting this kind of “mis-education” in our community. 

Consent Decree 101: The Mis-education of
Champaign’s Black Students
Continued from page 1

Street signs now stand along 4th Street between Bradley and University 
dedicated to John Lee Johnson.

On January 17, 2007, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Oglala Sioux Tribal Nation
submitted a resolution to the President and
Board of Trustees of University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign Chancellor demand-
ing the return of the Lakota regalia used in
the portrayal of the school's mascot to the
Oglala Sioux Tribe.

The official resolution refers to the “the-
atrics” and “antics” of “chief illiniwek” and
notes that the “Oglala Lakota regalia is
being misused to represent ‘Chief Illini-
wek,'” and needs to be returned to the
rightful owners of the tribe. The resolution
further states that “Chief Illiniwek” not
only “perpetuates a degrading racial stereo-

type,” but violates the integrity of tradition-
al Illinois tribes including the “Kaskaskia,
Peroria, Piankeshuw, and Wea nations.”
Moreover, the resolution by the Oglala
Sioux supports the Peoria Tribe of Indians
of Oklahoma “in its request that the Uni-
versity of Illinois recognize the demeaning
nature of the characterization of ‘Chief
Illiniwek’ and cease use of this mascot.” In
2000, the Peoria Tribe of Indians of Okla-
homa passed a resolution “Request to Uni-
versity of Illinois to Cease Use of Chief
llliniwek as Mascot."

Given the increasing concerns regarding
the experiences of racism and oppression
facing American Indian nations and com-

munities, the faculty of American Indian
Studies (AIS) and the staff at the Native
American House (NAH) at the University of
Illinois welcome the Resolution of the Exec-
utive Committee of the Oglala Sioux Tribe
that disapproves of the use of the Lakota
Regalia in “Chief Illiniwek” performances
and calls for cessation of the mascot.

Further, AIS/NAH faculty and staff call
upon the Board of Trustees, President
White, and UIUC administration to
respond to this resolution with due respect
and action. There can be no misreading of
the Oglala Sioux Resolution ‘those to
whom the Lakota regalia belongs and
whom the Board of Trustees claims to be

honoring have clearly requested that the
performance and charade of “chief illini-
wek” end.

To obtain a copy of the resolution of the
Executive Committee of the Oglala Sioux
Tribe, please visit the Native American
House website at http://www.nah.
uiuc.edu/

Contact Information:
Wanda Pillow, director, Native Ameri-

can House/American Indian Studies, 217-
265-9870, or John McKinn, assistant direc-
tor, American Indian Studies, 217-265-
9870

ALTERNATIVE SAINT PATRICKS
DAY/JAMES CONNOLLY FESTIVAL

SATURDAY MARCH 17TH, NOON–5PM, AT THE INDEPEN-
DENT MEDIA CENTER, 202 S. BROADWAY, DOWNTOWN
URBANA (ON THE NORTH SIDE OF LINCOLN SQUARE)

Come join us for an indoor fes-
tival of IRISH; Music, Food, Dance,
Film, Stage Drama Presentations,
and Speakers. As well as; Book,
CD, DVD, Posters, Art, Clothing
and Misc. items of interest for sale.

$5 admission/children under 12
are free

For ticket info contact ; 217-
356-8247

Tickets also available from
8am–2:30 pm, (Mon–Fri) in Suite 21-A, IMC Building (in the
basement adjacent to the Family Room ).

Resolution of the Oglala SIioux Demanding the
Return Of Regalia Used By “Chief Illiniwek”

Natural Gourmet
Natural Gourmet is a family owned and operated
health food store, carrying organic foods and sup-
plements. The bulk foods section includes a large
selection of herbs and spices. There is a deli in the
rear of the store that serves a variety of Thai meals
that can be eaten in the store or carried out.

Natural Gourmet is truely a unique place in
today's mega-mart world. Owner Gay Amorasak
(pictured) urges you to stop by and visit. Natural
Gourmet is open Monday through Saturday 9 to 6.
The address is 2225 South Neil Street, Champaign.
Feel free to call to see if we have specific items or
what's for lunch or dinner at the deli at 217-355-
6365.

Natural Gourmet is proud to be a sustainer of
the Public i newspaper.


