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University of Illinois “Old” Alums Return for a
Conference on the 1960s Protest Movement
By Robert Justin Goldstein
Robert Justin Goldstein is emeritus
political science professor at Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan, and author/editor of over 15
books. He lived in ChampaignUrbana between 1965 and 1974
while a UI undergrad and U of
Chicago grad student, covering the student protest
movement for the Daily Illini and the now-defunct
Champaign-Urbana Courier (1966–68).

A Saturday morning panel

those expressed by others, and can be summarized
as: 1) the conference was a profound and moving
experience for many participants, especially in
allowing folks to reconnect with friends from 50
years ago; 2) many participants were encouraged to
discover that their 60s compadres are still committed
to fighting for peace and social justice; and 3) several participants expressed regret over some aspects of
the ‘60s protest movement, and/or of the conference
and the present political situation.
To elaborate on these points:
1) Among the strongest memories that some carried
away from the conference were witnessing
Schmidt and Soderstrom reunited for the first time
since they publicly burned their draft cards together outside the Illini Union on October 16, 1967.
Schmidt was subsequently imprisoned for refusing
draft induction, while Soderstrom left for Canada
to avoid the same fate. Another memorable scene
was Berkey-Moheno breaking down while talking
about his UI experiences. In response to my later
query as to why this happened, Vic e-mailed that
he “became very sad when I realized that we have
a President who is a racist, narcissistic dictator.”
Fein e-mailed that he especially enjoyed the social
gatherings “not just because I was able to see and
engage so many in a personal way, though that
was beyond special, but just to watch the interactions of people who had not seen each other in 50
years relate like old friends. The joy of the emotions that I saw and felt was probably what I will
remember the most.” He added, in response to my
comment that I found myself on the verge of tears

About 50 literally “old” University of Illinois alums
returned to campus from around the country (and in
one case, from Switzerland) to attend an October
4–5 conference about the 1960s UI student protest
movements for free speech and against the Vietnam
War. The conference was held in conjunction with
the UI Press’s publication of a book by ‘60s alum
Michael Metz, entitled Radicals in the Heartland:
The 1960s Protest Movement at the University of Illinois. The UI Press and the Library Archives Team
organized the conference.
A total of six panels or talks were presented,
along with a “walking tour” of on- and off-campus
sites prominent during the protest movement (organized by ‘60s protest leaders Vern Fein, a retired
Champaign-Urbana teacher and food bank founder,
and Vic Berkey-Moheno, now a California lawyer),
and social events on Friday and Saturday evenings
organized by UI alum Vince Wu (now a retired San
Francisco IT guru) and Fein. The panels included
two on archiving materials from the ‘60s protest Conversation in between panels
movement; one on contemporary high school student activism (led by ‘60s alum and retired Urbana
while walking and driving around campus and Chigh school teacher Penny Hanna); a panel led by
U because the emotions connected with my experiMetz on his book (with responses by ‘60s
ences were so intense and numerous, that “tears
alums/protest leaders Wu, Fein, Berkey-Moheno,
welled for me also,” partly due to the “underPhil Durrett, who came from Switzerland, and Patsy
standing that many may not see each other again.”
Englehard, who followed her protest and feminist
Wu said, “It gladdens my heart to see so many
activism by also becoming a lawyer); and a panel on
compatriots after so many years,” while Metz ethe impact of the Vietnam-era draft (featuring ‘60s
mailed, “Any expectations I might have had for
draft-card burners Steve Schmidt and Rick Soderthe [conference] were greatly exceeded and the
strom, as well as Engelhard). In addition, the present
warmth, comraderie, excitement and strength of
writer gave a lecture on the history of free speech
people was more than palpable. It was inspiring.”
and academic freedom struggles at UI before and
after the ‘60s period covered by the Metz book. 2) Metz declared that the struggle that “began in the
sixties is far from over,” while Berkey-Moheno
My own reflections were generally in accord with

said that while the ‘60s protest movement had an
“enormous impact, our work is not done,” and
that “getting rid of Trump is my number-one
political goal,” as “otherwise we will live in hell
for the next four years.” Fein added that he was
pleased to “hear the astute political interactions
and realize that this group of radicals will never
quit, will never stop pressing hard for the dreams
and visions” of the ‘60s. Wu declared, “We may
become old, but our hopes for a better world will
live on!” Englehard said, “We did change the
world, but not enough. And now is not our time
to lead, but our time to follow and support. We

Local high school students join a discussion
about contemporary student activism

await the activism of the young and [hope to]
help them change the world.”
3) Soderstrom expressed disappointment that, with
the exception of Penny Hanna’s panel about contemporary high school activism, presentations
were overwhelmingly attended by old alums,
with few younger people in evidence; and that
there was little recognition that the Black-led civil
rights movement of the ‘50s and early ‘60s paved
the way for the 60s protest movement. Wu’s public comments and Englehard’s e-mail expressed
'Continued on page 5'
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Is Going to Take More Than Windmills: Addressing
ARtS & at
E NTeRtaiNMeNt
Trauma
the UN Climate Summit
By MeDia
Kate Insolia
ual level, but recognizes that trauma and stress also
WoMeNs’
iSSueS
Kate Insolia
is the owner and Artisresult from societal patterns such as racism, sexism,
tic Director of Urbana Dance, a
and environmental
degradation. SAL and UER aim
AfRiCaN
AMeRiCaN
iSSueS
studio that seeks
to share the power
not only to heal from past traumas, but to eliminate
of dance as a vital means for politithe underlying causes of trauma by challenging peoImMiGRaTioN
cal action and social and individual
ple to reinvent human relations. Reinvention requires
transformation. Kate’s Lakota hernew ways of thinking, which we can only accomplish
itage RiGHTs
informs her work in the
comCiViL
&
C
iViL
LiBeRTieS
by recognizing and freeing ourselves from unhealthy
munity and with communities across the U.S.
patterns and scars from the past.
WaR & PeaCe
My personal history might make this a little less
abstract. As a woman of mixed heritage, (Lakota
LGBTQ
Climate
activists from around the world converged family but raised white), I found co-counseling techon New York City during the United Nations Climate niques to be useful in exploring racial, cultural and
Summit
in September, 2019, andJuStiCe
I was lucky enough family dynamics that at times not only felt overCriMiNal
to be invited to contribute to this historic moment. whelming, but actually were overwhelming, because
There
were scientists, lawyers, architects and diplo- they were part of a political structure larger than my
EduCatioN
busy days. This was really necessary, because some of
mats‚ and of course Greta Thunberg (the Swedish own life. Co-counseling is designed to be empowering
the presentations were disturbing, for example, one
teenReVoLuTiOn!!!
who chastised the UN for its feeble track record to individuals by giving them the skills to understand
on the impact of rising water levels in the Philippines.
on addressing the climate crisis)‚ but there were also these stressors and address them. Over the past two
Climate Week events were spread out over several
artists,
musicians and counselors
in attendance. Yes,
HeAlTh
&
HeAlThCaRe
blocks in New York City, and there were monitors set
that’s right: counselors. Because if humans are going
up along the sidewalks to direct people to the differto survive the disruptions of the climate crisis, we are
going to need to radically rethink how we relate to
our planet and each other.
My role at the Climate Summit was to join with
others to lead workshop events, participate in facilitating discussion and listening forums, and provide
supportive counseling venues for those feeling overwhelmed by the tasks and risks ahead. A head-on
confrontation with the specter of climate crisis isn’t
for the fainthearted. Our group was asked to share
skills and techniques that can help individuals heal
from stress and avoid burnout in their struggle to
address this emergency. We also led workshops to
train people how to be more effective and supportive
allies in this struggle, especially when working across
cultural lines, such as those that divide indigenous
and non-indigenous peoples in the Americas and
other world regions.
This opportunity came about through my participation in two national co-counseling groups: Sustaining All Life (SAL) and United to End Racism (UER).
Co-counseling is a peer-based counseling process
originally developed by a labor activist in the 1950s.
That origin may be what differentiates co-counseling
from other kinds of counseling; co-counseling doesn’t
just look at the need to address trauma at an individ-

decades I have moved from using these techniques to
heal my own past to sharing them with others as a
way to help heal our society. For example, over the
past four years I have been leading co-counseling
workshops for native women raised off reservations.
At the Climate Summit I drew on that experience
as I led a workshop on being allies with indigenous
activists. The first thing we did was recognize our
preconceptions. For example, the dominant US image
of an effective organizer is that of a TED-like speaker
with forceful gestures and a commanding voice. Yet
these preconceptions only contribute to perpetuating
the racism, sexism and even disability repression
which is part of the problem we are seeking to
resolve! But if we pause and question our ideas of
what leadership looks like, we might notice other
kinds of leadership. For many indigenous people,
remaining invisible was both a survival technique and
a consequence of oppression that physically and symbolically sought to eliminate their presence. We need
to listen for the quiet people. To ignore them is to
continue the genocidal elimination of other bodies
and other voices from these discussions.
Our groups held about 40 workshops over the
course of the week, including sessions on families and
climate change, racism and climate change, etc. We
also organized support groups and outreach activities, such as mini-sessions (teaching structured listening techniques that help communication by providing
space for people to develop ideas) and informal sharing opportunities that allowed people to process their
ideas and find a place for their emotions during these

ent events, with people from around the world studying them and planning their schedules. The event was
diverse in another way as well. Usually co-counselors
are an informal group, but because we were in a
neighborhood of fancy office building in mid-town
Manhattan (so fancy we weren’t allowed to put our
backpacks on the floor!), we attracted people wearing
suits who came in to see what we were doing, and
stayed to learn new skills to support each other.
I think one of the things we were all realizing was
that it’s going to take a lot more than solar panels or
windmills to get through this. We read a lot about rising temperatures and sea levels, but there really hasn’t been as much attention paid to how climate
change is going to challenge us emotionally. Human
competition to survive is going to worsen and drive
conflict and wars. And even if we live in an area that
doesn’t immediately feel the crisis, how are we going
to deal with our guilt as climate change devastates
other lives? How will climate activists preserve themselves from exhaustion?
We will need to fundamentally shift how we think
about our relations with other humans and the environment if we are going to survive this. We are going
to need to rethink and make room in our brains for a
new cultural value system that doesn’t prioritize profit over lives. We will need to question the patterns we
carry from the past and recognize the way oppression
of humans and disregard for the environment are
linked. In short, we are going to need every tool in the
emotional toolbox to get through this. I came back
from the Climate Summit committed to continue
sharing the skills I have gained through co counseling
to help individuals and the larger community with
the challenge of confronting the climate crisis.…
What are you going to do?
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By HuMaN
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RiGHtS
WoMeNs’
iSSueS
LaBoR
& eCoNoMiCs
while keeping
costs low. The CEJA would also help
AfRiCaN
AMeRiCaN
iSSueS
Anya Kaplan-Hartnett
is a senior at
electrify
public
transportation and support clean
Uni High. She has been involved in
energy
workers
across
the state as the economy tranGoVeRnMeNt
ImMiGRaTioN
organizing the 2018 teach-in for
sitions.
Despite
the
overwhelming
advantages for
gun control and the 2019 strike for
workers,
consumers,
and
our
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should the
CoMMuNitY
FoRuM
CiViL
&forC iViL
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climateRiGHTs
justice. Anya
interned
CEJA
be
enacted,
Pritzker
hasn’t
meaningfully
Betsy Dirksen Londrigan for
pushed the legislation because of pressure from coal
eNviRoNMeNt
Congress
last year and hopes to
WaR
&
PeaCe
and natural gas companies, who only care about
continue learning about local politics in college.
their profits. The governor’s failure to support the
ARtS
& E NTeRtaiNMeNt
LGBTQ
CEJA demonstrates how corporate greed halts enviprogress and harms everyone involved.
MeDia
CriMiNal JuStiCeronmental
The SECS strike also hoped to pressure the Uniof Illinois into divesting from fossil fuels.
WoMeNs’
iSSueS versity
EduCatioN
SECS has taken action in the past to encourage
divestment, including rallies, strikes, and petitions
ReVoLuTiOn!!!
AfRiCaN
AMeRiCaN
signediSSueS
by hundreds of students. They have success- ers from environmental organizations. We planned a
fully passed divestment resolutions through the Stu- short program of speakers to kick off the rally and
ImMiGRaTioN
dent Senate and the Academic Senate—though the provide a variety of perspectives. The Uni student
HeAlTh & HeAlThCaRe
University Board of Trustees is reluctant to divest organizers, Anya Kaplan-Hartnett, Erin Minor, and
from environmentally
irresponsible corporations, Jenna Lee, began by speaking about their frustraCiViL RiGHTs & C iViL
LiBeRTieS
because then they would feel pressure to divest from tions with our current economic and political sysall the shady corporations they have historically sup- tem, which serves to exploit both people and the
WaR & PeaCe
ported. The Trustees also cite concerns about how planet. Then Kathy Bustin, a German climate activist
UIUC’s actions could affect the other two University visiting the US as part of the Re-writing/Re-righting
LGBTQ
of Illinois campuses, though these excuses fail to Cassandra Project, delivered an inspiring opening
the fundamental issues at hand.
speech about the need for action. Reverend Florence
CriMiNal JuStiCeaddress
Previous events had shown that marches and ral- Caplow from the Unitarian Universalist Church
Between September 20 and 27, over 6000 protests lies were effective as forms of protest on campus, so
spoke about the connections between spirituality
EduCatioN
took
place in 185 countries as part of the Global we agreed to organize the strike as two separate
and protecting the planet, and confirmed her
Week for Future. Students walked out of classes, marches, followed by a massive rally. University stuchurch’s support for the movement. SECS President
ReVoLuTiOn!!!
workers went on strike, and millions gathered to dents and community members gathered by the
Abbi Pstzroch concluded with the message that our
demand climate justice and take action against cor- Undergraduate Library before marching around the
energy has to continue past the strike in order to
HeAlTh
& These
HeAlThCaRe
porate
greed and negligence.
strikes, which main quad. Inspired by the success of the GEO strike
make lasting change.
were part of Greta Thunberg’s historic Fridays for
Students and supporters rally
at the Alma Mater

Student climate strike at UIUC,
September 20, 2019

in 2018, we adopted their marching tactics, in which
Future campaign, shared the common goal of raising protesters divide into small picketing groups around
awareness about the dangers of fossil fuels. Accord- strategic buildings. Meanwhile, Uni High students
ing to the 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate congregated outside the Siebel Center, before marchChange, scientists agree that it is still possible to
avoid climate catastrophe if we can dramatically
reduce carbon emissions by 2030. This reduction is
only possible if we increase the share of renewable
energy sources (hydroelectric, solar, and wind), while
keeping fossil fuels in the ground.
When we learned that students and workers
worldwide would be striking for climate justice, we
felt that Uni High students should take part in this
historic effort. We reached out to several student
activist groups from the University of Illinois to ask
about their plans for the strike. Students for Environmental Concerns (SECS) invited us to participate
in planning a local event. SECS, the University’s oldest and largest environmental action group, works
to "maintain the stability, integrity, and beauty of
the natural world, promote and participate in the
sustainable food revolution, and pursue clean energy on and off campus.” You can find more information about SECS on their Facebook page or by
attending their weekly meeting at 6:30. The President of SECS, Abbi Pstzroch, led the organizing High school and university students
collaborated on the event
committee and welcomed input and advice from
high school students.
The SECS climate strike supported the global
movement’s overarching goal of reducing carbon ing around the Engineering Quad and eventually
emissions while promoting clean energy, though we meeting up with the Main Quad group. Students
also focused on state and local goals. We protested from Urbana High School and Campus Middle
Illinois Governor J. B. Pritzker’s inaction against School for Girls joined the march to make one final
fracking, which he has publicly denounced but has loop around the main quad.
yet to take action against. Additionally, Pritzker hasThe march was followed by a rally in front of the
n’t realized his promise to help pass the Illinois Clean Alma Mater. We wanted the rally to be held in a
Energy Jobs Act (CEJA). The proposed CEJA is com- prominent location, where people could easily stop
prehensive energy legislation that aims to help Illi- to learn about our cause. There were a few informanois transition to 100% renewable energy by 2050, tion booths set up near the Alma, allowing particiwith a focus on developing wind and solar power pants to sign petitions against fracking and get stick-

After the planned speeches, we opened the floor to
community members. Several representatives from
campus socialist organizations spoke about the need
for system change in order to combat climate
change. Students from Campus Middle School for
Girls emotionally articulated their fears about growing up with the threat of ecological catastrophe. Liberty Gibb from Urbana High School explained her
personal commitment to environmental justice. University students studying environmental studies
spoke about the imperative to learn about our complex climate and find sustainable solutions. The wide
range of speakers confirmed our determination that
the climate crisis can only be faced through collaboration.
After the rally concluded, a group of students
remained to stage a series of “die-ins” at the crowded intersection of Green and Wright Streets. Students
would race into the intersection during the pedestrian crossing period, quickly pretend to die, and then
run back to the curb before car traffic continued.
The die-ins sparked conversation between onlookers
and protesters, and forced passersby to notice our
cause. We made sure that everyone remained safe,
while also making a powerful statement. Several students also recorded interviews with the participants
following the strike, which facilitated conversation
about future actions.
Organizing the strike showed us the amazing support and enthusiasm this community shares. We
received support from the Prairie Rivers Network,
the Sierra Club Prairie Group, and Fossil Free UIUC
while planning the event. Local publications such as
Smile Politely and the News-Gazette published articles about the strike, which helped garner greater
local attention. Smile Politely also produced a short
video featuring some of the strike organizers and
participants, which is available online at www.smilepolitely.com/culture/illinois_students_participate_in
_global_climate_strike_week/.
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Homewrecker:
Trump, the Kurds, and the Grand Strategy
LaBoR & eCoNoMiCs
We
Have Been Waiting For
GoVeRnMeNt
By Janice Jayes
CoMMuNitY FoRuM
Donald Trump’s October decision to devastating U.S. actions of the past decades. ISIS did- any nonsense related to climate change, and, indeed,
withdraw U.S. troops from Syria took n’t have to invent a specter of unrestrained U.S. mili- Trump has done all he can to abandon environmental
eNviRoNMeNt
his own advisors by surprise, not to tary expansion to motivate recruits: the wreckage of protocols at home and abroad. Leaving agreements,
Kurdish military units Iraq was the perfect recruitment tool.
in fact, is one of the only consistent things Trump
ARtSmention
& EtheNTeRtaiNMeNt
that were U.S. partners in the war on
Dwelling on the flattering interpretation of the does. Since taking office he has left the Paris Climate
ISIS during the past five years. Per- alliance between U.S. know-how and the plucky Agreement, the Trans Pacific partnership, U.N.
MeDia
haps the only unsurprised party was Kurds distracted Americans from thinking about the Human Rights Council, and, perhaps his most popuTurkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who moved domestic or international legality of their role in lar move in America, the Iran nuclear deal. Trump
WoMeNs’ iSSueS
quickly to eliminate the Kurdish forces across his Syria. Uninvited and undeclared U.S. military actions hasn’t yet abandoned NATO, but his October 6 statein the region are still justified with reference to the ment took that alliance by surprise as well, and clearAfRiCaN AMeRiCaN
iSSueS
authorization granted by Congress in the wake of ly signaled how low on his list of priorities it was.
September 11—nearly two decades ago. A debate
The Kurdish tragedy also reflects the decline of
ImMiGRaTioN
over the mission might also have exposed the uncom- refugee norms. The Turkish invasion not only profortable resemblance between the role of the Kurds duced a new wave of refugees, but partly followed
CiViL RiGHTs & C iViL
LiBeRTieS
and the growing
use of military contractors—a staple from a global failure to deal with the refugee crisis.
of the new wars. The Kurds were trusted allies only The EU abstained from condemning Turkey because
WaR & PeaCe
until the job was done, and then essentially cashiered. it feared Erdogan’s threats to expel millions of Syrian
But there was no public debate over the U.S. military refugees into Europe. That issue predates the Trump
expansion in northern Syria at all.
years, but Trump’s dehumanizing rhetoric that strips
LGBTQ
Even the way the Kurdish allies were packaged refugees and migrants of dignity contributes to a
sold to the American public revealed the vulnera- world where refugees can be used as pawns in global
CriMiNal JuStiCeand
bilities that would make them easily disposable. negotiations.
News coverage of the Kurds emphasized the grassEduCatioN
roots democracy, environmentalism and gender-equi- War and the Real Deep State
ty initiatives of the Kurdish-controlled zones in ways Trump’s style of undermining other voices is also holReVoLuTiOn!!!
that practically labeled the Kurds as “acceptable non- lowing out foreign policy institutions at home. It wassouthern border. Within days Turkish bombardment Arabs.” This isn’t to say that the Kurds were not n’t just Defense that was taken by surprise on October
HeAlTh & HeAlThCaRe
began and thousands of Kurds were fleeing south. heroic, or concerned with addressing the rights of 6, but Congressional leaders, the State Department,
Kurdish refugees fled ISIS in the past, and
now flee the Turkish invasion

Trump’s policy reversal was rightly condemned as
a betrayal of the Kurds, but the episode is merely one
piece of a larger shift that is moving like a wrecking
ball through U.S. policy circles. The trend predates
Trump, but his style is accelerating the dismantling of
the only platforms we have for confronting the challenges the planet faces. The reversal in Syria is a good
place to start in examining the Trump effect on U.S.
foreign policy and on the planet.
Comrades in Arms?
The U.S. alliance with Kurdish forces began in 2014,
when the Kurdish stand at Kobani delivered the first
victory against ISIS expansion into Syria. The U.S.
assisted with airstrikes, but it was the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) that bore the brunt of
the battle. During the next months and years the U.S.
increased its support to providing arms and training
to the Kurdish units, all the while conscious that arming them made them more vulnerable to retaliation
from ISIS and Syrian President Bashar al Assad, but
especially from Turkey, which has waged a decadeslong campaign to “Turkify” its own Kurdish minority. Erdogan made it no secret that he considered the
YPG’s positions unacceptable, but the presence of
U.S. trainers prevented him from acting.
After 11,000 Kurdish combat deaths, victory was
declared over ISIS’s land empire, and the U.S. rewarded the Kurds by making way for the Turkish invasion.
The U.S. policy reversal has been catastrophic for the
Kurds, who face virtual ethnic cleansing inside of
Turkey’s new twenty-mile-deep “security zone” on
the Syrian side; and also for the continuing campaign
against ISIS, that is still heavily dependent on Kurdish
prison security and intelligence. In the U.S., critics
from both parties condemned the move as strategically shortsighted and shameful.
Not a Policy Shift, but a Grand Strategic Trend
The hasty discarding of Kurdish allies isn’t so much a
policy surprise as a predictable policy outcome of
developments which began long before Trump took
office.
First, America’s infatuation with the Kurds
allowed us to overlook the U.S. failings that led us to
need them. ISIS is, after all, a creation born of the

women and building better communities, but that the
implicit racism contained in singling out the Kurds as
unusual in these qualities went unexamined.

the intelligence agencies and apparently even his own

“There’s a Lot of Sand They Can Play With…”
From being romanticized as the heroic anti-Arab, the
Kurds were rapidly tossed back into the box of
vilified Mid-East stereotypes, when Trump dismissed
the significance of Turkish military strikes on the
Kurds by likening it to children jostling in a sandbox
over endless, nonsensical conflicts. But the TurkishKurdish conflict isn’t about inexplicable ethnic or
sectarian antipathy, but about who will control the
state and benefit from access to its resources. By
Female units in the Kurdish forces attracted
ignoring the historical and contemporary context of worldwide attention
conflicts, Trump contributes to the dismissive vision
of a world without reason—and thereby undeserving
of humane treatment. He also ignores the role the
national security staff. Since taking office, Trump has
U.S. had in making the YPG into a target that
engaged in a chaotic process of leaving key posts
Turkey felt needed to be eliminated. Sadly, Trump’s
unfilled, cycling through advisors, ignoring instituredefinition of the situation is an easy sell to an
tional channels, and surprising all with his erratic and
American audience with stereotypes of an irrational,
impulsive decisions—justified as his resistance to a
violent world beyond the U.S. borders.
menacing “deep state.” In reality, he is moving power
"Securing the oil,” another Trump refrain of from accountable institutions to a shadowy army of
recent weeks, is similarly revealing. The oil argument military contractors and their bellicose lobbyists.
is really more about signaling Trump’s refusal to
The U.S.’s pattern of flouting global norms has
apologize for an “America First,” strategy no matter moved from hidden, pre-Trump, to unapologetic.
the consequences to the environment or international Preemptive invasion, the brazen use of foreign proxnorms. It’s part of his popular stance that eschews ies and contract forces, renditions, and drone strikes
in regions loosely designated as hostile, and thereby
removed from expectations of civility and legality, are
the new norm. This, finally, is the “Grand Strategy”
Trump watchers have been waiting for. It relegates
the “shithole” countries (Trump’s phrase) to the status of shooting galleries for the U.S. It abandons all
policy tools and institutions but those of military
response, and sees the U.S. as a victim justified in
lashing out at the pathetic restraints of international
order. It posits a world of arbitrary and chaotic violence, but refuses to recognize its role in creating that
anarchy. Trump didn’t create this world view, but he
Ras al Ayn is one of many sites where
has become its leading advocate.
Amnesty International has found
evidence of war crimes committed by
The U.S. has never been an innocent on the global
the Turkish military
stage, but there has at least been some recognition
Continued on next page
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LoCaL
NaTioNaL
Students
for Justice in Palestine Triumphs in Illinois
InteRNaTioNaL
Student
Government Vote
HuMaN
RiGHtS
By Rue Abbas
LaBoR & eCoNoMiCs Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), protested at several protests and to the win at the level of student
Rue Abbas is a student of the University of Illinois
the Homecoming Parade on October 18. The government, by enlisting many co-sponsors SJP has
GoVeRnMeNt
and
a supporter of the Students for Justice in Palesdemonstration was accompanied by a list of succeeded in putting enormous pressure on the unitine branch there.
that SJP made in response to Chancellor versity administration to cease its support of Israeli
CoMMuNitY FoRuM demands
Jones’ email. Among other items, SJP demanded a apartheid.
Anti-Zionist struggle has made its way to even the
On October 23, student organizers and members of new Middle Eastern Cultural Studies house, new
eNviRoNMeNt
Multicultural
Advocate
training
on
anti-Semitism,
institutions
most fervently in support of Israel.
Illinois Student Government (ISG) were elated to
and
for
the
Chancellor
himself
to
resign.
Recently,
at
Harvard University, students staged a
hear that a resolution demanding an apology from
ARtS
&
E
NTeRtaiNMeNt
SJP’s
fight
to
stop
the
conflation
of
anti-Zionism
walkout
against
the Israeli Consulate General of
University of Illinois Chancellor Robert Jones had
with
anti-Semitism
has
received
much
support
from
New
York,
who
was
presenting the legal strategy for
been passed by a vote of 29–4. The resolution critiMeDia
campus
organizations,
all
of
which
signed
on
to
the
Israeli
settlements.
Student
activism has proven to
cized Chancellor Jones’s Massmail, which conflated
effectively
raise
the
mass
consciousness
of the public.
demand
for
the
Chancellor’s
resignation.
Jewish
criticizing Israel with anti-Semitism. In his MassVoice
for
Peace
Champaign-Urbana,
United
Muslim
The
win
also
comes
amidst
a
resurgence
of PalestiniWoMeNs’
iSSueS
mail, Jones relegates a swastika incident to a footMinority
Advocates,
Black
Students
for
Revolution,
an
solidarity
movements
in
the
US,
with
the pronote, but dedicates paragraphs to the “anti-Semitic
Movimento
Estudiantil,
Students
Against
Sexual
Zionist
Jerusalem
Post
even
recently
admitting
that
AfRiCaN
AMeRiCaN
iSSueS
content”
of a Multicultural Advocate’s
student preAssault,
the
Party
for
Socialism
and
Liberation,
Stuanti-Zionism
has
“elbowed
its
way
from
the
extremsentation on Palestine. Jones later admitted in an inperson
meeting that it this opinion was based on the dents for Environmental Concerns, Fossil Free ist fringe into the mainstream political discourse.”
ImMiGRaTioN
Readers interested in finding ways to support Stuinterpretation by one student. ISG members also UIUC, Black United Front, Young Democratic
dents
for Justice in Palestine can check out their faceSocialists
of
America,
Graduate
Employees’
Organivoted
to send out their
own Massmail (ISG
is allotCiViL
RiGHTs
&
C
iViL
LiBeRTieS
book
page at Facebook.com/SJP.UIUC. Students for
zation
IFT/AFT
Local
6300,
Women
of
Pride,
Arab
ted three Massmails). The Massmail would be a facJustice
in Palestine has recuring teach-in and workStudent
Assocation,
Muslim
Student
Association,
tual
response to&
the Chancellor’s
email. The ISG vicWaR
PeaCe
shop
events
about the Great Return March, the 1948
and
Pakistani
Students
Assocation
formally
supporttory came at a time when Palestinian students were
Palestinian
exodus
(Nakba) and other topics, as well
ed
the
cause,
while
a
host
of
other
organizations
being harrassed online by means of death threats and
LGBTQ
as
cultural
events.
served
as
independent
allies
and
offered
informal
Islamophobic slurs.
Chancellor Jones’ email also included a list of his support.
CriMiNal
JuStiCe
The ISG’s resolution to formally differentiate
steps to ensure a safe campus, including
training for
between
anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism is one of
housing personnel and reviews of housing policy and
EduCatioN
the
first
such
declaration to come from a university
paraprofessionals hired. Despite this detailed agenas
large
as
UIUC.
While it is arguably a small win in
da, there was no discussion of investigating the
ReVoLuTiOn!!!
the
larger
struggle,
it offers a moment of recognition
swastika found on campus, nor have there been any
for
student
solidarity
against white supremacy on
further statements on the swastikas that have
campus.
SJP’s
actions
have
also given an example to
HeAlTh
& HeAlThCaRe
appeared
since.
other
activists
of
how
to
get
student demands taken
Earlier, several student organizations, including
seriously. Escalating from written lists of demands to

University of Illinois “Old” Alums Return
Continued from page 1
strong regret about the subordinate
treatment (and sometimes severe sexual abuse, including rapes), that women
endured during the ‘60s UI protest
movement. Engelhard declared that,
although “women are not all perfect,
white men have ruled our culture for
generations,” including the “board
rooms and the bedrooms;” and that
women need to “say that the patriarchy has had enough chances and led
to disasters,” such as “wars, gun violence, climate change and health care,”
leaving us “confounded and demoralized. What motivated and kept student
activism going was optimism,” but
“there seems little sense of hope now.”
4) Some miscellaneous comments by
retired UI Political Science professor

Belden Fields: in response to comments expressing appreciation for
the support that faculty provided the
protest movement, he declared that
it was the students “who taught us,
not us who taught you.” He added
that before about 1970 there was
“not of lot of faculty action on the
war,” but that after the May, 1970
American invasion of Cambodia, 15
UI Political Science faculty publicly
termed the American government a
“criminal regime,” and that subsequently the UI Board of Trustees
(BOT) told Urbana Chancellor Jack
Peltason that the 15 faculty would
be fired if they failed to “retract the
statement,” which they refused to
do, instead issuing a new statement

explaining the earlier one in “greater
detail.” Fields related that Peltason
“told us it was worse than the original,” but “nonetheless got the BOT
to settle for a censure, an action
which led the Academic Freedom
Committee of the American Political
Science Association (APSA) to
declare that “our academic freedom
had been violated. The next year the
APSA dissolved the committee.”
I want to add that this action added
to a long list of sad failures of the UI’s
leadership to support basic concepts of
academic freedom, as in the 1960s’
DuBois Club and Clabaugh Act controversies (the 1947 act banned “subversive” organizations from UI facili-

ties, and it was cited to deny the club
University recognition); and the 2013
Stephen Salaita affair, when the University withdrew a job offer to Salaita
after his twitter comments criticizing
Israel. Several wealthy donors had
threatened to withhold future funding.
This led to the formal censure of the
University by the American Association of University Professors, repeating
an earlier censure for the UI’s 1963
summary firing of untenured biology
professor Leo Koch, in response to his
published letter condoning intercourse
among committed unmarried couples.
For videos from the conference, please
see www.youtube.com/user/100gnfritz/
videos.

Homewrecker

September 20th Climate Strike

Continued from previous page

Continued from page 3

that a more secure world will require cooperation on
issues like arms, trade, the environment and human
rights. Trump’s legacy will not only be in the promises
broken to the Kurds and others, but in contributing to
a broader belief in the U.S. that the country is a victim
in a world of arbitrary and senseless violence, in
which no rules or norms need apply. This policy, not
the world beyond U.S. borders, is the homeland of the
irrational.

We were inspired by the collaboration between
campus and community, which allowed participants
of all ages and perspectives to join in one unified display of solidarity. While we marched, millions of
others worldwide were standing with us. In the face

of climate catastrophe, our local climate strike
showed us that this community is ready to fight for
justice.
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Expanded Medicare For All: What It Is And What It’s Not
(Part Two)
By Pat Simpson
The Illinois Single -Payer Coalition—CU (ISPC-CU) is on the
move. Following its successful
November 16 workshop on
improved and expanded Medicare for All (Med4All), held at
the Champaign Public Library, ISPC-CU is laying the groundwork for further grassroots
action in the local community.
Future plans include continuing to collect
signatures on petitions urging Illinois Senators
Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth to sign
on as co-sponsors of the Med4All bill introduced by Senator Bernie Sanders. Earlier
efforts conducted by one of ISPC-CU’s cofounders, CU Democratic Socialists of America, paid off dramatically. Approximately 2000
signatures were collected at the Urbana Farmers Market. Open to both organizational representatives and individuals, ISPC-CU hopes to
get resolutions in support of Medicare for All
legislation adopted by local governmental bodies.
ISPC-CU’s effort are hardly unique. On
October 19 of this year, a diverse range of community, faith and labor
groups delivered over
2.2 million petition
signatures demanding
Med4All to the House
of
Representatives.
Currently 75 national
organizations and 105
state and local groups
have
formally
endorsed Med4All. To
date, moreover, 23
localities, including Cook
County, have passed resolutions in support of
Med4All.
Perhaps even more startling, given the long
history of American Medical Association
(AMA) opposition to single payer, is how resistance is declining dramatically in this body. At
a June, 2019 meeting, a proposal to remove the
organization’s opposition to single-payer
health care was narrowly defeated 53 percent
to 47 percent. Two months later, single-payer
advocates used their muscle to get the AMA to
pull out of an industry coalition devoted to
stopping single-payer plans.
A poll of 1000 Chicago-area doctors indicates that 56 percent support Med4All. Meanwhile, more doctors are joining activist organizations like Physicians for a National Health
Care Program, which now has 30,000 members across the country, and recently added 14
new chapters. Nurses have flocked to National
Nurses United, which has long been on the
forefront of efforts to bring single payer to the
US.
All of this portends well for the future of
Med4All, but opposition has also been fierce
,and can be expected to become more pronounced. In Part 1 of this article, some of the
common myths that opponents have used in
arguing against Med4All were reviewed. Other
common myths will be tackled here. But before

doing so, especially for those who might have
missed the first part, a brief review of the substance of Med4All is in order.
What is improved and expanded Med4All?
The current Med4All bills before Congress are
Senate Bill 1129, introduced by Senator
Sanders, and House Bill 1384, introduced by
Representative Pramila Jayapal. Both bills stipulate the creation of a single-payer health care
system that would eliminate gaps in the current
Medicare program and extend expanded coverage to all US residents. Covered services
would include inpatient, outpatient, ER, dental, vision, mental, and long-term care, as well
as drugs and medical devices. Service access
would no longer be dependent on enrollment
in a private health insurance plan or alternate
government programs (e.g., Medicaid, CHIP,
etc.). Premiums, deductibles, and co-pays
would be eliminated.
Myth: Med4All will lead to rationing
One of the most common myths regarding
Med4All is that it will lead to rationing. The
reality is that severe
rationing exists in the
current health care system. A recent Harvard
Medical School study
estimated that about
44,789 people die
annually due to being
uninsured or underinsured. A Gallop survey
concluded that in the
last five years, 34 million
Americans
watched as someone they knew died because
they couldn’t afford medical treatment.
Other evidence refutes claims of long wait
times for care in countries with single-payer
systems. A 2014 Commonwealth Fund study
found that wait-time problems were not present in most of these countries. Another study
considered whether rationing and long wait
times cause Canadians to seek treatment in the
US. The researchers found the numbers of such
Canadians is so small as to be barely detectable
in national health surveys.
Myth: Med4All ignores the problem of
displaced workers
With the dramatic reduction in the need for
administrative workers in both hospitals and
insurance companies once Med4ALL is implemented, the need for a “just transition” for displaced workers is obvious. Displaced worker
estimates under Med4All range from around 1
to 2 million workers.
The transition will not mean lost jobs for
everyone, however. Insurance industry employees may continue to work in administrative
functions, such as working for companies that
Med4All may contract with to assist with
billing and payments. Given the system-wide
reduction of overall administrative costs,
including multi-million dollar CEO pay, more

funds will be available to expand the numbers
of health care providers like doctors and nurses. This means that health professionals who
have been relegated to administrative work
prior to Med4All would now be able to return
to health care delivery jobs. In addition, expansion of certain types of services, including mental health and public health services, may provide new opportunities for some former private
insurance industry workers.
Finally, both Med4All bills currently before
Congress include multi-year salary replacement
funding, as well as funds to cover job counseling and retraining of displaced workers. For
example, the Senate bill allocates up to one
percent of the total health care budget for such
efforts.
The counteroffensive
While advocacy on behalf of Med4All is on the
rise, a counteroffensive against it has simultaneously become more vocal and strident.
Recently, for example, both Republicans and
mainstream Democrats, as well as the corporate media and the pundits it employs, have
pointed to a recent study suggesting that the
costs of moving to Med4All are prohibitive.
Produced by economists at the Urban Institute (UI), the study suggests a total Med4All
cost of $32 trillion over a ten-year period. This
figure is similar to that projected in an earlier
study by academics at the University of Massachusetts (discussed in Part 1.) But unlike the
Massachusetts study, the UI researchers did not
include a projection of what total health care
costs would be absent a Med4All reform. In
fact, the costs absent reform would be $35 trillion as opposed to $32 trillion, a total savings
to the economy of $3 trillion.
Another point of resistance comes from
ultra-wealthy individuals like Bill Gates and
Jeff Bezos and their allies, who argue that paying for Med4All by placing a comparatively
heavier tax burden on the rich will negatively
impact economic growth, since they will have
less disposable income for productive investment.
In fact, there have been numerous studies
refuting such claims, not least several recent
analyses of the effects of the most recent tax
cut on investment. It is also worth noting that
in the Eisenhower years, when economic
growth was high, the marginal tax rate for the
wealthiest was 90 percent, while today it is 37
percent. It seems there is quite a bit of room for
Continued on next page
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LoCaL
NaTioNaL
Affordable
Housing—For Whom?
By InteRNaTioNaL
Esther Patt
HuMaN
RiGHtS
2700 individuals in Champaign County under the
Esther Patt is a member of the
age
of 65 whose sole source of income is Social SecuSteering Committee and past presLaBoR
&
eCoNoMiCs
rity
Supplemental Income (SSI) receive $731-$771
ident of the Champaign County
monthly.
That means that each can afford no more
Chapter of the American Civil
GoVeRnMeNt
than
$230
per month for rent and utilities—less than
Liberties Union. She has been
half
the
cost
of renting a room in someone else’s
involved in the pro-choice moveapartment.
CoMMuNitY
FoRuM
ment since 1977.
People with disabilities whose sole source of
income
is SSI are either severely rent burdened or
eNviRoNMeNt
Billions of federal, state and local dollars were spent homeless—except for the few who can get a rent subonARtS
affordable housing
low income people last sidy.
& EforNTeRtaiNMeNt
The Regional Office of Education reports close to
year. Yet 2.5 million children in the nation were
homeless. Close to 700 of them were right here in 600 school children in Champaign County were
MeDia
homeless during the last school year. This number
Champaign County.
Most “affordable housing” dollars are spent to does not include children ages 0-5 who are homeless
WoMeNs’
iSSueS
help
people other than the
poor. Funding for pro- but not counted by the schools. They all need a rent
grams involving home ownership or new construc- subsidy.
AfRiCaN
AMeRiCaN
iSSueS
More
than 5200 households applied to the Houstion
of multi-family complexes
is favored over the
one type of housing assistance that reaches the most ing Authority of Champaign County (HACC) for a
ImMiGRaTioN
tenant-based rent subsidy during a six-week period
needy
households: rent subsidy.
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel- that the waiting list was open last summer. It opens
only once every
few years.
opment
(HUD) defines
“low income” as 80 &
percent
CiViL
RiGHTs
CofiViL
LiBeRTieS
With so many applicants, HACC conducted a lotmedian area family income. For a family of three in
Champaign
$57,250. While far from tery to select 1500 of the 5,200 applicants to be
WaRCounty,
& that’s
PeaCe
being rich, that family earns enough to afford $1400 placed on the waiting list. Everyone else is—sorry!—
per
month for rent and utilities. Programs to help out of luck. Only a few hundred of those 1500 will
LGBTQ
these families are called “affordable housing.” ever get assistance. They have to wait until a current
HUD defines “very low income” as 50 percent of program participant loses or surrenders her/his rent
CriMiNal
JuStiCe
median income, or $35,800 for a family of three. subsidy.
The waiting list for 60 apartments at the new BrisThis is the affordability standard for the tax-credit
EduCatioN
housing
complexes for “low income” households— tol Place development on Bradley and Market
places like Crystal View Townhomes in Urbana and opened for just one day on August 6. More than 600
ReVoLuTiOn!!!
Bristol
Place in Champaign. Rent and utilities for a applications were submitted on that one day.
The total number of households in Champaign
two-bedroom unit must be kept under $895 to meet
HeAlTh
& HeAlThCaRe
County receiving some type of rent subsidy from
the
“very low income” standard.
A minimum-wage earner who is the sole support
of the family would have to work 72 hours a week to
afford a two-bedroom apartment that rents for $895.
How does a single mother swing that?
The poverty level for a single mother with two
children is $21,300. That’s enough income to afford
$532 per month for rent and utilities. If she works
fewer than 45 hours a week at a minimum wage job,
her income is below the poverty level and she can’t
even afford $500 monthly. The cheapest two-bedroom apartments in the two cities cost more than
that.
Rent subsidy, commonly referred to as “Section
8,” is the only affordable housing strategy for
extremely low-income households. The total amount
of money spent on rent subsidies in Champaign
County meets only 20% of the need.

HACC is 1,930. The number of households on
HACC’s lists who are waiting for a subsidy is 2,042.
The number of applicants who weren’t able to even
get on waiting lists is greater than 4,000.
It’s important to understand that none of the new
housing development in the last twenty-five years has
created affordable housing for SSI recipients, single
mothers with minimum wage jobs, or anyone else
who needs a rent subsidy because their income is
below the poverty level.
All of the extremely low-income people who live
in tax credit housing complexes also receive a rent
subsidy. Each rent subsidy assigned to a unit at a taxcredit complex comes from the funds HACC already
has for subsidies. Therefore, an increase in the number of project-based subsidies (assigned to a tax-credit unit) is matched by an equal decrease in the num-
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ber of tenant-bases subsidies (formerly called Section
8 and now called “Housing Choice Voucher").
The Housing Authority could partner with private
developers to create another 100 tax-credit units that
have a subsidy, but the total 1,930 households served
annually would not change. The only way to increase
that number is for HACC to get more money for
more rent subsidies.
HACC has started developing tax-credit apartment complexes in other counties, and has committed to assign 41 rent subsidies from Champaign
County to apartments in Robinson, Newton, Ladd
and Henry, Illinois. HACC says that its role in developing these projects will bring revenue back to
HACC for its programs.
Which programs? Will the revenue from HACC’s
investment 100 miles away be enough to create 41
more rent subsidies here? Regardless of the amount,
will HACC designate the revenue from those projects
to creating more rent subsidies here?
HACC’s 2020 “Moving to Work Plan” states that
the agency has committed the 41 subsidies to specific
projects, and will continue to pursue the development of more housing in under-served rural areas
outside of Champaign County. No limit on the number of units is stated in the plan. The Plan also does
not state how the revenue from this out-of-county
development will be used by HACC.
The Board of Commissioners of HACC is
appointed by local governments to oversee the agency’s use of millions of public dollars for affordable
housing programs. The Board holds public meetings
at 3:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month
(although this it sometimes changes, so check their
website at hacc.net). Meetings are also aired on
UPTV. Very few members of the public watch what
HACC does. It’s time more people start.
People who believe that any revenue HACC
receives from out-of-county development should be
used to increase the number of households receiving
subsidies in our county need to tell the commissioners.
Rent subsidy should be an entitlement program
like food stamps (now called SNAP). Everyone who
needs a rent subsidy to bridge the difference between
30% of their household income and modest rent
should get one.
That’s not going to happen any time soon, so, at
the very least, whatever limited resources are available in our county for “affordable housing” should
be devoted to rent subsidy for individuals and families whose incomes are below the poverty level.

Expanded Medicare For All
Continued from previous page
the rich to pay more without negative effect on the economy. Indeed,
to the extent Med4All creates
health care savings for individuals
and families and provides them
with more money to purchase consumer goods, growth in total consumer demand can provide a real
boost to the overall economy.

But even if large holes can be
poked in the arguments of
Med4All’s opponents, health care
business interests have deep pockets for a protracted media propaganda campaign and strong lobbying arms in Congress. The only
way to beat them is through
expansion of the grassroots initia-

tives already underway both locally and nationally. Here in C-U
there is the Illinois Single-Payer
Coalition; please consider joining!
Data sources available on
request
at
pat.simpson@frontier.com. You
can also use this email to find out
more about joining the Illinois Sin-

gle-Payer Coalition—C-U.

